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Gymnasium at Altona, near Hamburg, and was expelled in 1761
because of his heterodox opinions (the doctrine of the Trinity
was his * pet aversion ')* In 1762, after reading Emile, he
determined to work for the reform of education according to
nature. His book Elementarwerk was published in magnificent
style, having been generously subscribed by nobles and
reigning princes. It is a " utilitarian and encyclopaedic " work,
with numerous and fine illustrations, and is a selection from
all branches of learning for the use of young scholars. In 1777,
with the help of his enlightened and highly born patrons,
he established his school, the Philanthropinum, at Dessau.
School life was to be natural and happy. Learning was to be
playing, or as amusing and interesting as playing; for instance,
French and Latin were used by the pupils when playing games,
and later teaching of the sciences was carried out in these
tongues. Learning was to be not merely pleasant, and natural;
it was also to be strictly useful. Unfortunately Basedow was
quarrelsome; he has even been called incompetent,2 He had
to leave Dessau, and died in 1790. The Philanthropinum came
to an end in 1793. It is doubtful whether the school had ever
been conducted on right lines; probably it lacked thoroughness
and discipline. Metternich, an able but rather superficial man,
says in his M&noires that he was brought up in Basedow's " easy
and amusing " system. His tutor, Friedrich Simon, had been
a teacher in the Dessau Philanthropinum.
Basedow was one of the men who early recognized Goethe's
genius. In 1774 the two ardent men, one young, the other
middle-aged (Goethe was twenty-five, Basedow fifty-one),
spent a summer holiday on the Rhine and the Lahn, chiefly
at Ems and Coblenz. Goethe at this time of his life was full
of high spirits, something of a madcap, brilliant, witty, reckless.
Basedow was turbulent, shouting forth his educational theories,
his religious heresies, his beliefs in nature and mankind. He
travelled with a secretary, to whom he dictated his educational
essays at unexpected moments, for his practice was never to go
1 P. Hume Brown, The Life of Goethe (1920), voL i, p. 168.
* F. Paulson, German Education (1908), p. 135,